’ Aquarius- Patience will serve 
you well, but only to a point. 
Wait for the perfect moment, 
and act with confidence 
when it comes. You will know 
it when it comes. 


Pisces- You dance a dynamic 
bridge between opposite 
and conflicting energies this 
week. Judo the forces and 
benefit from both. Win. 


Aries- Trust not in technol- 
ogy this week. An electronic 
failure or miscommunication 
could burn you badly. Breath 
with your lungs; hug with 


your arms. bonds. 


Taurus- You will be a font of 
ideas that inspire those close 
to you this week. Don’t be 
shy. Talk up the great ideas 
you have and people will lis- 


Dear Hannah, 


I'm dating a wonderful man. He and | have even 
exchanged our first "| Love You"'s pretty recently. 
It's a good feeling. | don't know if he's the man | 
want to spend the rest of my life with, but I love 
him, and really want to be with him. 

There is one problem: | really hate his roommate 
and best friend, lets call him, Joe. They just moved 
in together after Joe decided to make the change 
from New Hampshire, to Philadelphia back in 
December. We started off ok. | think | was a little 
intimidated at first, but then got comfortable. It 
wasn't until a bad board game night between 
Joe, my boyfriend, my boyfriend's parents, and 
|, that his true colors came out. He made me 
feel like such an idiot playing cranium, and was 
incredibly mean. | broke down at the end of the 
game, mostly in private. My boyfriend 100% had 
my back and Joe was told he was in the wrong. 
He apologized, but we've had small moments 
of "tension" even since. It's awful. This has never 
happened to me, but he is rude, patronizing, al- 
ways has to have the last word, and that's only 
the tip of the iceberg. 

So my question is: how do | not let this ruin my 
relationship? Where is the line between sticking 
up for myself, but not putting my boyfriend in 
the middle? | can already see it happening. | try, 
| swear, but sometimes it's difficult and stressful. 
Please help me. 

Guilty Girlfriend 


My dear guilty girlfriend, 


Aw, what a drag! Jerks sure do know how to 
ruin a good board game night. That cranium 
fiasco sounds just dreadful. Humiliating and 
bruising in five different ways at least. No won- 
der you sound pissed. And I’m guessing, since 
Joe was called out on his behavior and prompt- 
ed to apologize, that he’s been feeling humili- 
ated (and hence pissed) since then, too. 

Now. | don’t mean to Pollyanna this whole 
thing. His treatment of you sounds shitty, and 
it's certainly possible that your boyfriend's best 
friend is really just an incurable asshole, or 
someone who can't tolerate the competition 
for your man’s attention, or someone whose 
personality just doesn’t jibe with yours. I'll en- 


Gemini- You would benefit 
more than usual from a cul- 
tural or artistic foray. Be lib- 
eral with your time, and bud- 
get your money mindfully, 
and you'll have a great week. 


Cancer- Avoid impulsive be- 
havior this week, especially in 
regards to your relationships. 
Take a moment to think be- 
fore you speak or you might 
hurt a good friend. 


Leo- You will be unusually 
emotionally lucid this week, 
and have little or no difficulty 
expressing. your needs. Use 
this clarity to forge stronger 


Virgo- You would do well to 
lay low this week, profession- 
ally speaking. A flux at work 
or with your art may be a 
grievous backslide, so hold 
fast and stay the course. 
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Libra- It’s a long view kind of 
week. You're in a position to 
more accurately predict your 
long game, and should make 
solid plans while you can. 
Scorpio- You may be tempted 
to run from a problem that's 
been plaguing you this week, 
but as sweet as it seems to 
run and hide, it will solve 
nothing. 

Sagittarius- It's a static week 
for you, and you're mood and 
energy will probably stay the 
same from start to finish. Sit 
back and let it ride. 
Capricorn- Something is go- 
ing to reach a peak for you 
this week, be it a relationship 
ora project. Embrace the cre- 
scendo and ride to trough to 


an even higher peak in weeks 
to come. 


a 


tertain that idea in a moment. But first, | do 
want to float the possibility that you're being 
a little absolute in all this. Your letter takes for 
granted that the enmity between you and Joe 
is here to stay. You “really hate” him. You've seen 
his “true colors,’ and his true colors suck. But 
you've known him, what — two months? And it 
sounds like you got along fine until the time he 
was a jerk to you and you called him on it. 
Because Joe is not only the best friend of the 
guy you love, but also someone you'll be see- 
ing when you go over there (making avoidance 
kind of tricky), it seems worth stepping back 
and asking how much of this is straight-up 
dislike, and how much is lingering resentment 
on both your parts. (Does he have anything to 
feel resentful for? Probably not rationally. But | 
can imagine that he felt vilified that night, and 
responded defensively with an internal narra- 
tive about how you can't take a joke, or are too 
sensitive, etc). And | suspect now you're both 
being guarded or hostile towards one another, 
both looking for confirmation of the unflatter- 
ing portraits you've started sketching. It could 
certainly become confirmed antipathy, but I’m 
not sure it has to. 


The reason I’m being such a Joe apologist is 
pretty simple: | think it will feel better if you can 
reframe your hatred as anger, and if you can 
understand his treatment of you as a sign of 
lingering resentment rather than evidence of 
a fundamentally nasty character. (Sure, holding 
onto resentment is already not a great charac- 
ter trait, but it at least admits more flexibility). 
Why reframe? For one thing, it’s plain unfun to 
go into social interactions primed to think ill of 
the other person. Maybe your mutual hostil- 
ity can be gotten over, or at least minimized, 
but not if you’ve decided ahead of time that 
you hate him. | also think it will affect the way 
you represent the situation to your boyfriend. 
It seems clear to me that either way —- whether 
you and Joe are still in a tiff, or whether you 
just don't get along - you need to enlist your 
boyfriend's help and advice. You're right to feel 
wary of putting him in the middle in the sense 
of pitting him against his best friend, but it 


Answer continued inside. 


Ask Hannah! - - - PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 
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Cuarms For Everypay Lire - Lyra’s Love Mirror. 
Hello. It’s me, Lyra. It’s me it’s me it’s me it’s 
me it’s me. Can you see me? I’m sitting on 
a blue piece of paper. You're holding it in 
your hands. I’m sitting on a blue piece of pa- 
per and between us is a cloud of black text. 
These are the words I’m saying to you, and 
they hang in the blue air like smoke rings. 
I'm saying these words to You. I’m saying 
them because it’s Valentine's Day. It’s Val- 
entine’s day and you're sitting by yourself 
reading the Secret Admirer. Maybe you 
are feeling lonely today. Maybe you wish 
you were holding someone's hand instead 
of a piece of paper. Let me be your mirror 
for a moment. I’m sitting on a blue page, 
in the grass, in the middle of a wide field. 
It's spring. It’s always spring here. When | 
look straight up into the sky, | see the blue 
page. Right above my head the sky is thin. 
You're above me, looking at my field of wav- 
ing, grassy letters, and I’m glad that you're 
looking at me. | feel your eyes, your unseen 
constellation face, and | love you. | love you 
with a song and | love you with my hands 
spread wide against the sun, touching 
clouds as they slide by. | want you to hold 
this page in a tiny nugget of infinity with 
me. Squint your eyes and look at this mirror, 
and see yourself in the grass, in the spring, 
looking up at yourself. When you look away 
from this page, remember the strength, 
the warmth, the lullaby of sitting in that 
grass, seeing yourself beyond the sky, for 
a fraction of a second both the writer and 
the character. When you stand, rise with 
strength and music. Your story is beautiful 
and so are you. Greet the day with a terrify- 
ing laugh, a strong happiness inconceivable 
to mortals. Whenever you feel down, you 
can find me in the grass beyond this page, 
sitting beside the You in the grass beyond 
the page. Here the weird beauty in all of us 
can swirl together forever if you would like, 
never alone, never lacking. Home. 


We are delighted to act as avenue for a dec- 
laration of love from one reader to another 
this Valentine's week. Warm your stiff fin- 
gers by this fire, and be well. 


We turn corners all the time, whether it’s go- 
ing to work or meeting up with a friend— 
corners are an inevitable part of getting 
there. Corners are where we started. 


| remember that day | was to first meet you. 
| was nervous, running late and pulling 
at my shirt to make sure it wasn't clinging 
onto my body too much. | wasn't really sure 
what to expect in that moment | turned the 
corner on Locust, coming from Broad. You 
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were leaning up against the wall of the bar 
we were about to venture into and | thanked 
the Gods of online dating that they finally 
worked because you had me at first eye 
contact. 


It has been a year and four months since 
that corner was turned and honestly, life 
hasn't slowed down a bit for us, but baby, 
when | am laying in bed with you, Tonks 
snuggled up between us, | swear | could stay 
in this moment forever. | swear | could stare 
into your beautiful blue eyes as you talk and 
your lip curls up in that adorable way it does 
when you ‘re talking about what dreams are 
left to accomplish. 


We're not like anyone else and we've always 
acknowledged that. You've said it before— 
conquering the world to us can mean so 
many things. It can mean adopting two cats 
and moving in together. It can mean order- 
ing Chinese take out and spending a night 
in watching Friends. It can mean stepping 
out of our comfort zone and challenging 
ourselves to be better, to do better. 


At the end of everything, at the end of the 
day when our brains are still swimming in 
work, when we have important decisions to 
make, there is no one | want to sit with on 
our battered and broken sofa than you. 


There is no one I'd rather complain about 
the cold with, there is no one I'd rather sing 
to, there is no one I'd rather make up songs 
with on the way to work with, than you. And 
of course, there is no one I'd rather annoy 
Lucy with than you. 


There is no one I'd rather give my heart to, 
than you. There is no one I'd rather conquer 
my dreams with that you. There is no one 
I'd rather grow old with that you. You're it, 
you've always been it—it just took the uni- 
verse a while to recognize that and to bring 
us together. 


From the beginning, there was a spark and 
it ignited and it was something that every- 
one around us could feel. You are my hopes 
and my dreams and it is because of you that 
| have turned into a better person. There is 
no one else I'd rather spend the rest of my 
life with that you. 


....because at the end of the day, there is no 
one I'd rather marry than you, Rita-Roo. 


| love you more (tie it around a string and it 
goes on forever) 
-Angela- 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 


Cakes by Kharis Cafe 
113 W. Girard Ave, right by the EL Station 
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LOST CAT 


Lisa was lost from 4700 block of Hazel Ave in 
West Philly on Thursday (1/15). She's a small 
(6.5 Ib) longhair grey w/ white paws, belly chest 
and muzzle. No collar or tags or microchip. Very 
friendly. 

Call Dana at 610-405-1293 - REWARD 


WT F Pit’s é Wacky é Facts! 

e ¥ Banana candy doesn't 
taste like bananas because the model 
for artificial banana flavor was the gros 
michael banana, which had a distinct 
flavor from today's bananas and is now 
extinct. ¥ Washed eggs are illegal to 
sell on the shelf in Britain. Unwashed 
eggs are illegal to sell on the shelf in 
the US. ¥ In the text of the bible, Satan 
kills 10 people. God kills over 2 million. 
¥ When mummifying a male pharaoh, 
tradition dictated mummifying the pe- 
nis erect (afterlife sex?). ¥ One nearly 
universal effect of antigravity on mam- 


mals is "extreme and distressing flatu- 
lence." ¥ The Huns had no writing. All 
accounts of their existence is from en- 
emies that were terrified of them, so 
they have been immortalized as hulk- 
ing, sociopathic monsters. ¥ April 11, 
1954 is officially recognized as the most 
boring day in the 20th century. Abso- 
lutely nothing significant happened. It 
is unique for this reason. ¥ A Fish Called 
Wanda is the only movie ever officially 
listed as a cause of death from viewing. 
The reason? Death by laughter. ¥ When 
Ozzy left Black Sabbath, Michael Bolton 
auditioned to be his replacement. ¥ 


Ask Hannah - Continued from back page. 


doesn’t seem outlandish at all to ask for his 
help in mending the tension that has lin- 
gered between you two. Talk to him about it 
and see what he thinks; ask him to talk to Joe 
and try to work out what's going on on that 
side of things. 

And if you've been reading all this and go- 
ing, “nope, nope, nope, you should meet the 
guy, he’s a fucking prick” — which is certainly 
possible — | still think it’s on your boyfriend 


to step in/up. It’s not unreasonable to expect 
him to be an ally when someone is being 
rude to you — and it sounds like he already 
showed himself to be willing. And if all else 
fails, my dear? Avoid as much as possible, 
and cultivate indifference the rest of the 
time. And hope that Joe moves home. But | 
hope it doesn’t come to that! Good luck, bon 


courage, all the best! . 
ap xxHannah 


Overheard m Phila 


First Unitarian - 22&Chestnut 


guy- He kept punching me and the face and | wasn't even mad. 


K&A 


gal- (distressed, on phone) They stuck a tube up my nose, up both my noses! 


Sidewalk by La Colombe - Frankford 


old guy 1- | think there's a "la" in front of it. 


old guy 2- Really? Nah. | thought it was Co-lum-bay. 


18&Christian 


gal- (to toddler in stroller) Hey! Keep your blanket tucked so you can stay warm. 


toddler- | don't WANT to. | wanna fweeze! 


Monde Mart 


young boy 1- | like eating blood and snot. And Pretty much everything. 
young boy 2- Yeah me too. | eat lots of stuff. But not poo. 
young boy 1- Poo is gross. | probably wouldn't eat poo. (thoughtfully) Maybe if | was 


so hungry. But | wouldn't like it. 


EI Train 

gal- How old are you? 

guy- I'm 23. How old are you? 
gal- I'm 22. We old heads! 
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19. Swerve 
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power does this : 
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A2. Junkies 32. Habituate 


45. Boatmen 34. Chap 
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